o

Alyeska Seafoods

Alaska Crab Coalition

Alaska Draggers Association
Alaska Groundfish Data Bank
Alaskan Leader Fisheries
Alaska Pacific Seafoods

Aleutian Islands Brown Crab
Coalition

Aleutian Pribilof Island
Community Development
Association

Akutan, Atka, False Pass, Nelson Lagoon, Nikolski,
St. George

At-Sea Processors
Association

Bristol Bay Economic
Development Corp.

Aleknagik, Clark’s Point, Dillingham, Egegik, Ekuk,
Ekwok, King Salmon, Levelock, Manokotak, Naknek,
Pilot Point, Port Heiden, Portage Creek, South

Naknek, Togiak, Twin Hills, Ugashik
Central Bering Sea
Fishermen's Association
St. Paul

City of Unalaska

Coastal Villages Region Fund
Chefornak, Chevak, Eek, Goodnews Bay, Hooper
Bay, Kipnuk, Kongiganak, Kwigillingok, Mekoryuk,
Napakiak, Napaskiak, Newtok, Nightmute, Oscarville,
Platinum, Quinhagak, Scammon Bay, Toksook Bay,
Tuntutuliak, Tununak

Groundfish Forum

High Seas Catchers
Cooperative

Icicle Seafoods
McCarty and Associates

Mid-Water Trawlers
Cooperative
Mothership Group
PV Excellence

PV Ocean Phoenix
PV Golden Alaska

North Pacific Fisheries
Research Foundation

North Pacific Longline
Association

Norton Sound Economic
Development Corporation

Brevig Mission, Diomede, Elim, Gambell, Golovin,
Koyuk, Nome, Saint Michael, Savoonga, Shaktoolik,
Stebbins, Teller, Unalakleet, Wales, White Mountain

Pacific Seafood Processors
Association

Prowler Fisheries

Southwest Alaska Municipal
Conference

Trident Seafoods Corp.
United Catcher Boats

Akutan Catcher Vessel Assoc.
Arctic Enterprise Assoc.
Northern Victor Fleet

Peter Pan Fleet Cooperative
Unalaska Co-op

Unisea Fleet Cooperative

Westward Fleet Cooperative

U.S. Seafoods

Waterfront Associates
Western Alaska Fisheries, Inc.

Yukon Delta Fisheries
Development Association

Alakanuk, Emmonak, Grayling, Kotlik, Mountain
Village, Nunam Iqua
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House Fishery Bill Strengthens Science, Conservation, Public Process
MCA Applauds Proposed Rewrite of Magnuson Stevens Act

A newly released, bi-partisan House bill to reauthorize the landmark Magnuson Stevens
Act (MSA) builds on the law’s strengths of conservation, science based fishery
management and an open, public process, MCA Executive Director David Benton said
today. The bill was introduced by Representative Pombo (R-CA), who was joined by
Representative Don Young (R-AK), and Representative Barney Frank (D-Mass) on the
bill.

The MSA, which has managed our nation’s marine fisheries since its passage in 1976,
established 8 regional fishery management councils to oversee conservation and
management of our nation’s fisheries. The MSA is up for reauthorization by Congress
this year.

“Rep. Richard Pombo (R-CA) and the members of his House Resources Committee have
listened closely to the public and crafted a bill that builds on the strengths of the existing
law,” Benton said. “This new draft will help steer the nation’s fishery policy toward
healthier oceans and sustainable fisheries. It advances a domestic industry that creates
thousands of jobs and puts wholesome, healthy seafood on America’s dinner table.”

Among the key points of the House version of the MSA reauthorization bill:

e It strengthens the role of science and conservation in the setting of fishery catch
quotas by requiring each council to set catch levels at or below the amount
recommended by their scientific advisors. This will ensure that seafood harvests
are taken in a sustainable and responsible manner;

e Maintains and strengthens the Regional Council process, a decentralized
approach that puts decision making at a local level, with a fishery management
process open to the public and ensuring that all voices are heard,;



e Reduces regulatory gridlock by resolving differences between MSA and the
National Environmental Policy Act so the two work together and not against each
other; and,

e Provides the Regional Councils the tools they need to address important
conservation issues like bycatch, and to work toward a more comprehensive
ecosystem-based management system through expanded science and cooperative
research instead of arbitrary statutory deadlines.

The House version of the Magnuson-Stevens update is similar in many respects to the bi-
partisan Senate Commerce Committee version of the bill, drafted by its namesake Sen.
Ted Stevens (R-AK) and Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-HlI).

“The fact that we have two strong bills that both seek to strengthen the principles of
conservation and scientific management of our nation’s fishery resources is a positive
sign,” Benton said. “The MCA looks forward to participating in the discussions ahead to
merge the concepts enshrined in these two bills and ultimate passage of a revitalized
Magnuson Stevens Act later this year.”

The Marine Conservation Alliance is a coalition of seafood processors, harvesters,
support industries and coastal communities that are active in Alaska fisheries. The MCA
represents approximately 75 percent of the participants in Alaska shellfish and groundfish
fisheries and promotes science based conservation measures to ensure sustainable
fisheries in Alaska. www.marineconservationalliance.org
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